
11



2

Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi

(Tweet by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Dated: 14th August, 2021)

“Partition’s pains can never be forgotten. 
Millions of our sisters and brothers were 
displaced and many lost their lives due to 
mindless hate and violence. In memory of 
the struggles and sacrifices of our people, 
14th August will be observed as Partition 
Horrors Remembrance Day.”
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y‚MZ ekmVa cVs u us 4 tuw  dks vk;kfs tr ,d çls  
d‚UÝlas  e]a s  14 15 vxLr dks Lor=a rk dh @
rkjh[k ds :i ea s ?kkfs "kr fd;kA ;g vkdfLed 
FkkA ekmVa cVs u }kjk ?kkfs "kr xfr'khy le; 
lkfj.kh dks lek;kfs tr djus ds fy, 18 tyq kbZ 
dks fcfz V'k lla n }kjk Hkkjr dh Lor=a rk 
vf/kfu;e ikfjr fd;k x;k FkkA 

On 4 June, at a Press Conference, Lord 
Mountbatten, Viceroy of India, announced 
the date of independence as 14/15 August. 
This was much sooner than anyone had 
expected. The Independence of India Act was 
passed by the British Parliament on July 18 to 
a c c o m m o d at e  t h e  f a s t e r  t i m e t a b l e 
Mountbatten had announced.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

2 twu 1947 dks Hkkjrh; usrkvksa ds lkFk cSBdA ekmaVcsVu ds ck,a ls: ftUuk] fy;kdr vyh [kku] ljnkj vCnqj jc fu'rkj] ljnkj cynso flag] vkpk;Z —iykuh] ljnkj iVsy vkSj iafMr usg:A
Meeting with the Indian Leaders on 2 June 1947. From Mountbatten's left: Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan, Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, Sardar Baldev Singh, Acharya Kripalani, Sardar Patel, and Pandit Nehru.
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;g lekpkj i= o.kkuZ Øq e ea s vca kyk] gfj;k.kk ea s ykirk 
fgna w vkjS  fl[k 'kj.kkfFk;Z ka s ds uke lpw hc) djrk gAS  ;g 
bl ckr ij çdk'k Mkyrk gS fd foHkktu ds rjq ra  ckn 
miegk}hi ea s yk[kka s ykxs ka s ds fy, fLFkfr fdruh fodV 
vkjS  vfuf'pr FkhA tlS k fd dNq  ifjokjka s us vius 
fj'rns kjka s dks ekjrs g,q  n[s kk] vU; yxkrkj bl fpra k ea s
jgrs Fks fd muds fç;tuka s ds lkFk D;k gvq k FkkA ykxs ka s us 
lgk;rk ds fy, ljdkj dks fy[kk] gkykfa d] vf/kdk'a k i= 
vuÙq kfjr Fks D;kfas d ljdkj ekuoh; lda V ls fuiVus ds 
fy, l?a k"kZ dj jgh FkhA fQj Hkh] ykxs ka s us bl vk'kk vkjS  
çR;k'kk dks Hkh vkxs c<k+ ;k fd 'kk;n os vius ykirk 
fj'rns kj dks fQj ls <<aw  yxas As  

This newspaper clipping alphabetically listed out names of 
missing Hindu and Sikh refugees in Ambala, Haryana. It 
throws light on how dire and uncertain the situation was 
for millions in the subcontinent soon after the Partition. As 
some families witnessed their relatives being killed, others 
lived in constant anxiety of not knowing what had 
happened to their loved ones. People wrote to the 
government for assistance, however, most letters were 
unanswered as the government struggled to cope with the 
humanitarian crisis. Nevertheless, people also carried the 
hope and the anticipation that maybe they would �nd 
their missing relative again. 

21 tqykbZ 1948] n fVªC;wuA
21 July 1948, The Tribune.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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iatkc vkSj caxky dh dkYifud vkSj vafre lhekvksa dks n'kkZus okys ekufp=A
Map sho nal boundaries in Punjab and Bengal. 

twu 1947 esa] ekmaVcsVu us lj flfjy 
jSMfDyQ cSfjLVj dks nks lhek vk;ksxksa 
dh v/;{krk djus ds fy, dgk & ,d 
caxky ds fy, vkSj ,d iatkc ds fy,A 
mUgsa Hkkjr dk dksbZ Kku ugha Fkk vkSj os 
blls igys dHkh Hkkjr ugha vk, FksA 
ekmaVcsVu us bls ,d vuqdwy fcUnq ekuk 
D;ksafd dksbZ Hkh mu ij i{kikrh gksus dk 
vkjksi ugha yxk ldrk FkkA lhek vk;ksx 
ds lnL; leku :i ls vyx&vyx Fks] 
vkSj foHkktu ij lger ugha gq, FksA bl 
çdkj fu.kZ; ysus dh ftEesnkjh jSMfDyQ 
dks lkSai nh xbZ FkhA os 8 tqykbZ dks Hkkjr 
vk,vkSj mUgksaus 12 vxLr rd viuh 
fjiksVZ iwjh dj yh FkhA

In June 1947, Mountbatten asked Sir Cyril 
Radcli�e, a barrister, to chair two 
Boundary Commissions — one for 
Bengal. He had no knowledge of India 
and had never been to India before.  
Mountbatten considered this a favourable 
point as no one would accuse him of being 
biased one way or another. The members 
of the Boundary Commission were evenly 
divided and could not agree on the 
division. The decisions were thus left to 
Radcli�e. He had arrived in India on July 8, 
and completed his Report by August 12. 
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Map sho unjab and Bengal. 
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1947 esa gqbZ fgalk dh ?kVukvksa vkSj c¡Vokjs dh 
?kks"k.kk ds pyrs yk[kksa yksx jkrksa&jkr vius 
?kjksa ls iyk;u djus dks etcwj gks x,A

The violence of 1947 and the announcement 
of Partition resulted in millions of people 
being displaced from their homes overnight.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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Violence Erupts
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'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dks u dsoy lM+d ij fgalk dk lkeuk djuk iM+k cfYd os lnh dh lcls Hkh"k.k ck<+ esa ls ,d ds f'kdkj Hkh gq,A 
dkfQyk esa [krjukd ;k=k djus okys yksxksa dks Hkw[k] chekjh] FkdkoV vkSj ç—fr dh dBksj ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA 
miegk}hi ds ewlyk/kkj ekulwu dks lgu djrs gq, os xhyh nynyh Hkwfe vkSj Hkkjh o"kkZ ls xqtjsA 3 vDVwcj 1947 dks ^n 
fVªC;wu^ ds f'keyk laLdj.k dk ;g v[kckj dk ys[k mu 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa ij Hkkjh ckfj'k vkSj ck<+ ds çHkko dks n'kkZrk gS tks fodV 
ifjfLFkfr;ksa ls xqtjs Fks vkSj iatkc igqaps FksA iatkc Hkj ds dbZ 'kgj tSls tkya/kj vkSj fQjkstiqj ikuh ls Hkj x, Fks vkSj 
ifj.kkeLo:i] fctyh ds fcuk FksA

Not only did the refugees face violence on the road but were also victims of one of the deadliest �oods of the century. People who 
had undertaken the perilous journey in ka�las had to face hunger, disease, exhaustion and nature's harsh conditions. Enduring 
the torrential monsoon of the subcontinent they trudged through wet marshy land and heavy rainfall. This newspaper article 
from the Shimla edition of 'The Tribune', dated 3 October 1947, illustrates the impact heavy rainfall and �oods had on the 
refugees who had journeyed through dire conditions and arrived in Punjab. Multiple cities across Punjab such as Jalandhar and 
Ferozepur were inundated with water and were, as a result, without electricity.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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iatkc dh rqyuk esa caxky esa n'kdksa rd tkjh jgs yksxksa ds foLFkkiu vkSj iquokZl dk :i vyx gh FkkA vfèkdkfj;ksa us ladV dh 
Hk;kogrk dks de djds vk¡dk] vkSj u flQZ 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dks vius ?kj ykSVus ds fy, çsfjr fd;k cfYd iwoÊ caxky ds foLFkkfirksa 
dks fdlh Hkh rjg dh jkgr nsus ls budkj dj fn;kA

The migration and rehabilitation of people took a different form in Bengal compared to Punjab, continuing over decades. Officials 
downplayed the crisis and encouraged refugees to return to their homes and refused relief to migrants from East Bengal. 

jkuk?kkV] if'pe caxky esa ifjogu dh çrh{kk esa 'kj.kkFkhZA
Refugees awaiting transport at Ranaghat, West Bengal.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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Panic, Fear and Violence
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flaèk ls vkus vkSj tkus okys yksxksa dk ,d cM+k fgLlk ,slk Fkk ftlus djkph vkSj eqacbZ ds chp ikuh ds tgkt ls viuk lQ+j 
r; fd;k FkkA Hkkjr ljdkj us 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dh vkoktkgh ds fy, ukS LVhej yxk,] vkSj if'kZ;u xYQ+ ykbu ds LVhejksa us Hkh 
eqacbZ rd ds vius lQ+j ds nkSjku djkph esa #d dj yksxksa dks fy;kA 

The migration to and from Sindh included a large proportion of people travelling by ship between Karachi and Mumbai. The 
Indian Government chartered nine steamers for the movement of the refugees, and the steamers of the Persian Gulf Line also 
picked up people during their stop at Karachi on their way to Mumbai. 

canjxkg ij eqacbZ esa u, ?kjksa dh vksj tkus ds bartkj esa 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dh HkhM+A
A crowd of refugees at the dock as they prepare to ship out for new homes in Bombay.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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cV¡ okjs ds le; Hkkjr vkjS  ikfdLrku ds chp iyk;u djus okys ykxs ka s us jys xkfM;+ ka s dk O;kid :i ls mi;kxs  fd;k FkkA Hkkjr vkjS  
ikfdLrku ds chp vkilh ijke'kZ }kjk jys  lfq oèkk dks tkjh j[kk x;k Fkk] vkjS  gj fnu 5&6 Vusª a s nkus ka s vkjs  ls pyrh FkhAa  ,ls h dbZ 
Mjkouh dgkfu;k¡ Hkh ga S ftuea s jys xkfM;+ k¡ tc vius vfa re xra O; LFkku ij igp¡q ha rks muea s dos y yk'ka s vkjS  ?kk;y O;fä gh ektS nw  FkAs

The railways were used extensively by people moving between India and Pakistan at the time of Partition. Rail transport was 
undertaken by consultation between India and Pakistan, and 5-6 trains would move every day from either side. There are many 
horror stories of trains reaching their �nal destinations full of dead bodies and injured persons.

Vªsuksa esa [kkyh txg ds fy, la?k"kZ djrs 'kj.kkFkhZA
Refugees struggle for space on the trains

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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lHa kor% lcls cMh+  l[a ;k eas ykxs kas us dkfQy+ kas 
eas iyk;u fd;k] vkSj ml nkSjku mUgkuas s u 
flQZ+ çpMa  xeÊ >ys h cfYd ekuluw  dh 
elw ykèkkj ckfj'k eas Hkh ehyk&as ehy iSny pyrs 
jgAs  tSl&s tSls dkfQy+ k vkxs c<r+ k tkrk Fkk] 
mleas mu ykxs kas dh l[a ;k Hkh tqMr+ h tkrh Fkh 
tks jkLrs eas iMu+ s okys xk¡okas dh gkrs h Fkh] vkSj 
bl rjg bu dkfQy+ kas dh yca kbZ 10 ehy ls 
yds j 27 ehy rd n[s kh tk ldrh Fkh ftleas 
gtk+ jk&as gtk+ j ykxs kas dh rknkn gkrs h FkhA

Perhaps the largest number of people 
migrated in ka�las, walking scores of miles in 
the searing heat and the torrential rains of a 
particularly heavy monsoon. As the ka�las 
walked, more and more people would join 
from the villages they passed through 
extending the length of the ka�las, which 
could stretch between 10 miles to 27 miles 
and hold tens of thousands of people.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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Hkkjr ds foHkktu ds mijkar 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa ds 
–';] dqN cSyxkfM+;ksa ij] vU; dkfQyksa ij 
;k çokl ds nkSjku pyrs gq,A

Views of refugees, some on bullock carts, 
others on convoys or walking as they migrate, 
following the Partition of India.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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caxky esa Hkh] tgk¡ yksxksa ds nSfud thou esa tyekxZ dh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk Fkh] yksxksa us iyk;u ds nkSjku ukoksa dk O;kid :i ls 
mi;ksx fd;kA

In Bengal too, where the waterways played an important role in the daily lives of the people, migration involved extensive 
use of boats.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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'kj.k
Hkkjrh; miegk}hi esa yksxksa dk cM+s iSekus ij foLFkkiu gqvk] ftlds ifj.kkeLo:i yk[kksa 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa us mu çkarksa vkSj 'kgjksa esa 
viuk clsjk LFkkfir fd;k ftuds lkFk mudk dksbZ iwoZ lacaèk ugha Fkk & u rks ifjokj] laL—fr ;k Hkk"kk dh –f"V ls gh & vkSj 
bl rjg mUgksaus viuh ft+anxh u, fljs ls 'kq: dhA

Refuge
Perhaps the most tragic aspect of the mass displacement was that those who left their homes and had to make new ones went on 
thinking of themselves as displaced or as refugees. Home was always what they had left behind; never where they had now 
ended up, no matter how long they lived there. 

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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